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LE 4: T- E R 


TO A | | 


SIR, | 
HE laft Night I received the Narrative, of the late EleQion at 
Chelmsford, you fo kindly ſent me , and fince your defires are 
ſo g, Icannot but comply with them, in 
Opinion of that Paper, and next, in making you a true and 
faithful Relation of what], and others of Four Acquaintance, 
were Eye and Ear Witneſſes of view, the ſpot. To ſpeak truth, I was 
more offended at reading the Paper, than at all the Paſſages I obſerved ax. 
the EleQion , confideri that a great difference ſhould be allowed be-' 
twixt what men ſay and do when their Paſſions are diſturbed, and their 
Spirits raiſed by mea skilled in moving the Multicude, no xj write 
in cool blood, with deliberation, and (as Ae op for the 
God and the Publick Good. | I att very confident, ſhould' «7 => | 
be perſwaded (as the Pen-man there xp to vet the” e of 


ov And what a Reproach ing a is it to fe Chris a a Proc 
ſtants admired and a y pe wor for ſaying, _ 
had rether truſt God with their Corn, than » Dar Frm F 
Parliament mes : pore avs Duke, Knights, Geena 
this County,. (of all which there was Wie an Fog: falkdii 
rance) ſo many Agents for the Devil: Whoſe only Cripne was, "hs 
appeared for two. Gentlemen, chat were never ſulpe&edto'he a 
hearty Proteſtants, and are known to be,of ſober-and VL, 
as Loyal. Principles ; and 'one of rho _thought Hl ' the laſt yea 
by by theſe | men ,t themſelves | . 'to 'be their, Repreſentarive In' Parkargent 

an any thing'in the 'W6rid be” more nel ugcharirable,, and 
WINmane than this ? | 

the Genin boats for whoſe ſake: thife vite Jrords were 
wer and applauded, .is.of anocher Spirir, and that when he comes to 
his place in arllament ;' i he make ir bis care to np (ach wicked 
Mouths and Pens, which, bt rifne, 'may orherife bury Aahienonl 
as as they have endeavour'd co do we i Fs gs 
24m 19 < 
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I wiſh I were able to confute our Author in his acculing former Ele&i- 
ons of Dome on managed roo much by” Drinking and Revelling , but what 


can tend to the reproach of our Country like this, that this /aff was 
begun and carryed on (as you ſhall ſee anon) by moſt barbarous and moſt 
outragious Revilings? Whereas our Author is pleaſed to ſay, that, 17 is 
4 wes times more honourable to be called Fanaticks, (by thoſe, he _—_ 
uke of Aibemarle's Party) than good Chriſtians,” He ipeaks him- 
Fr is ſe 81 mean time to be a very ſpecial Chriſtian, and a man of mar- 
us Charity towards thoſe who are not of his own Party, unleſs he 
really thinks Fanarick to be a more; Hanourable Title than Good Chriftian. 
But = good Chriſtians and Fanaticks are a two very different ſort of 
e, no man con n doubt, that ſhallgake a meaſure ,ot the: /arrer by the 
pirit xa rempef ofthis man,'and-the behaviour of not aifew of them ar 
this EleRion, 

But what hath our poor Clergy done? What Wrongs and Oppreſſions, 
cher finl Reflections 1] they, above all other men, been guilty: of? 
Reflections ſhould be paſt upon them, in that Paper,, as. br 
pak hem Gora caig-ag dll' Morrals, and nor fir to'live. Sir,. I will a- 
the. truch, I know yery many of thoſe Djviges which 
lection, whom 1, Y ly judge to be Men of as upright 
s and ; Conſciences as yord.. of Offence. j3R0 ms God 
NP beres of the different Parties , Men truly diligent 
heir places, . chat ſtudy all Methods of gaining” upon their 
zht of all manner of Vexatious, Dilcouragements, and that 
n better: than opt ly « or rail on any (ch. leſs Di- 
| zi16 are ponies all Bats od ſober people, in their 

Far ulgive them , and that they ſhall defie the worſt of their 
nemiesto do any thing like proving the contrary, '1 know them to be 
true. men, true:to the King and Church, mc firm to the Proteſtant 
Profeſſion and Intereſt, ; Men ny, ill yengure . as: ax ia the; defence of 
both as any menin the whole Kingdom beſides, ' and whoſe Knowledge 
and Abilities are;anſwerable to their Zeal : And. if theſe things be, their 
Guilt, Meg Lopnadd miſe themſelyes. more comfort i igt cir Silffer-, 


Adverſaries can have pleaſure. i in venting their 


-, But what if ſome one, or more, "among two; hundred: Cho! are men 
compos'd- of Fleſh and, Blood as otf rs,. and ſubject to like Temprations 

ith others) ſhould. have been too weak to withſtand Temptations, doth 

notour Chriſtianit e us to pity; and hide,ang nor, like Curſed Charms, 
d.E: part. our ſelves with our ry ers or. Brechrrne Nabegnce? 
A poor cpevUÞ aſt] while. men, perhaps of. greater Guilt t, ſhalt-inſult 

ver their Hows, not their titers, becauls they have leſs cynning to 
kf i[guiſcir to t 


e World. 
.., Jf ſome of .the beg oyertaken,: (as our Narrator tilt fpight- 


full maps) W he not. Name, an of them, or giv oh & Tone hints 
64 : guelſed at,.. which 15 nit he v 9 ladly 
TI: hg 


++] Ie lain i his payer + lathe narhe of t the Lally 


bear their own ſhame, and not A. whole Order byeevileds.. threati ed, and 
I 


expoſed to the Rabble of mad Zealots, for the fake of a Very few. 


C3) 

Ithould not take notice of the paſſage relating to the publick Notary, 
but to do ſome right to Eſquire wroth, whom the Print moſt rudely terms 
A wrathful Fellow, The Notary was ſeverely reproved, in my hearing, by 
this Juſtice, , for ſaying, That none (he thought) but Prieſts [gave their 
Voices for Sir Thomas Middleton : Wheeouipgn the Juftice called for the 
Bayliff ro carry-him away, but upon his refuling to leave his Papers behind 
him, there was. no more done : As for Blows | ſaw none, except his being 
pulled by the Cravac could be called ſtriking. Ee | 

Sir, You know the Title of Prieft was heretofore the Glory of Princes; 
* noris our Bleſſed Saviour aſhamed of it now in his Glory , and. therefore 
"ns « moſt impious and profanething to give that Title to Clergy-men in 


nitely nabagonyag Profeifors of Chriſtianity ? - _ 
publick dirty Refleftion upon Minifters of the Church 


well provoke any one to be angry, who bears them. a Reverence. 
the ſame occaſion, I heard the Eſquice pro- 


am not) to make guud 


# 


"As for Mr, Mildmer's being. taken by the Nole by one, who was by « , ,, 
danmor ns ig! 


) made a Knight, 


as ibeing the great miſchief and ruint of rhe #ree-borms Engliſh mens Liber- 
Bo 2ven roche atter overthrow of almoſt all. 
e fir 


hat: theſe Miſchief, atinuec 
at other Long Parliament, afer his Majeſty's hap-. 


fender Cane 
ſhew he came 
like 


the FurRC*. 
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(6) 
like one reſolved before-hand not to fighr nor Quarrel. . On his left hand 
rode Sir Thomas Midadleron, arid after him moſt of the Knights and Gen- 
flementhroughout the County , together with above two hundred (as 
is acknowledged by the Narrator) of the Clergy. And indeed it was 
rhe moſt pleaſant Conjunfion, and moſt ſolemn Appearance of Nobility, 
Gentry and Clergy, that ever I beheld. ws 
' When the Duke came near the Town he flouriſhed his Hat, and cryed, 
STLE NCE, which accordingly was fent through the whole Body, of 
Wore (as I was told by ſuch as I thought could gueſs beſt) rwo thouſand 
Horle. " 
" As werode into the Town, we were ſaluted with moſt barbarous Out- 
cries and ſhoutings from every Quarter: They cryed 4 Mildmey, a Mild- 
may, no Dukes, no Croſſes, (which related, I ſuppoſe, to the Star the 
Duke wore on. his Arm or Breaft) »o Semftreſ5*s Son, to his very Face, 
iy Courtier, wo Penfioner, no" Black-Coat, and all the) while 'the Duke's 
Parry rode by in ſilence. att 
. Thea I ſaw the Clergy abuſed by ſuch lncivilities and Aﬀronts as I hope 
are not to be parallel'd, and the tenth part of which I am not able to give 
ou account of. Among others, theſe were ſome of the Civil Titles and 
briſtian Language they beſtowed upon them, viz. Damb Dops, Feſnitical 
Dogs,Derk Lanthorns, BaaPs Prieſts, Damned Rogues, Facks and Villains, the 
Black Gaard, the black Regiment of Hell, the Devil ſent them, and to the De- 
vil they would go. ' And one of then uttered this piece of profane folly, 7 
have heard of three perſons and one God, but here are an hunared Parſons and 
wever 4 God. EO 3: 344 YELL a9 bs: 
"And for the ſpace of many"davs after. they hoaſted how they had uſed 
m of the Zong Robe,” One gloried in having thrown Dirt in a Parſons Face 
* abiorhier, that he tore their Gowns z, 'another, ' that he: knocked a Parſon 
** off hisHorſe,another, that he gave aParſon a good punch;with hisKnee,in his 
* Belly; adding, that he thought with himſelf that he ſhould not come there for 
» nothing: This was done in the Croud at Polling. And one Divine"told 
- metharhe had like to have loſt his life amongthem,*' An Eminent Cler- 
: gy-man that lives out of the County, being at Chelmsford at that time; 
' and — how rudely his Brethren were treated, procured a Coat: to 
diſguiſe himſelf in when he rode out of Town, ut for all that (as he ſaid) 
he could nor eſcape their Flouts and Jeers. 10 
© Nor did they: ftick ro boaſt in open Markets, That they dreſſed the 


© % 


Rogues (meaning the Clergy) fo at Chelmsford, as they were never dref- 
"I cannor byt believe that ſome, even of that Party bluſhed' and were 
heartily grieved to ſee ſuch doings : One of them told a very worthy per- 
ſon, of -your particular acquaintance, that he never. heard'or faw more 
rude doings than that ſide he was on was guilty of,and inſtanced in ſeveral 
of the particulars. Fw Ins 0 ON DEOBLIS 

--But all this (thanks be to God) the Clergy bore with an incomparable 
patience, not in the leaſt reviling again, but encouraged one another to 
meekneſs, and 'not to ſuffer themſelves to be overcome of evil. This 
occafioned won 1ngn in aLetter fromavery Religious and Excellent per- 
ſon,-that is no Clergy-man, which 1 think worth the tranſcribing. 7 fnd 
that the Spirit and Temper of the Charch of England beſt: correſponds with 
hed | | mt | the 
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(7) 
the ancient aud beſt Chriſtians, who not only bore patiently the ; maize of rhe 
Tongue, but Torture and death, . It. joys_my heaps. to: find, a: Party. in this 
Kingdom, who repine not at their hard Fate, bus. compaſſionate « bewildred 
eMultitude, who know not what they do, but are ledby ſome ſeeret. Hachine 
zo fight againſt their own Securities, Oh how, jl-favoured a feht i it, fo 
ſee imperious ignorant Guides ſmile. 4nd thank God for their Diſciples Cou- 
rage? Are theſe ſure Pilots to the. New Jeruſalem, where all. # Love aud 
Obedience? we mayeaftly perceive the effett thay talking. ſo contemptuoully of 
Aorality hath upon the Separatiſts. ' £ 21th IIS Df 

As for the Duke, 1. muſtbe ſo.juſt to his Grace as; to declare, [that he be- 
haved himſelf with ſuch perfet compoſure in this Countenance, which 
argued alike compoſure in his Ming, as I never faw under ſuck high indig- 
nities in my life, in a great perſon. os goon,” 

| Andiin all that appearance, IprotelsI neither ſaw | Noble-man,, Gentle- 
man, or Clergy-man in the leaft diſordered by drinking , nor did -Lhear 
the leaſt Oath from any of their Mouths, ſo far were they at that time 
from being in the number of the Damme's our Author ſpeaks of. 

I fay, all the time I was there, I (aw no one perſon of either Party that 
was drunk, and much leſs any Clergy-man.”'*I heard indeed fince of two, 
on whom this Report was faſtened with the moſt probability of proving 
true, but, upon my ſtricteſt epquiryj. Fam able to prove it was a Slatder 
at that time upon both. — | ; 

| Tobe ſhort, Sir, had you been there, to have heard the Language, to 
haveſeen the Carriage and the Looks of thoſe of that Party, (I ſpeak of 
the Multitude) you might expe as much Civility from T»rks and Barba- 
+14ans, and hope to ind (if times ſerve them) as much Mercy from a Po- 
piſb fc as from this ſort of Zealots, as much as they now cry out 
againſt Perſecution, and cry up Toleration. 

Upon this occaſion I cannot forbear to ſet down what King Fmes ſaith 
to his Son, in his Bagiaikov Age, Þ. 41, 42. concerning this kind. of Preten- 
ders to Purity in $cor/and, Saith he, They are the very Pets in the Church 
and Common-weale, whom no deſerts can oblige, neither Oaths or Promiſes 
bind z breathing nothing but Sedition and Calumnies, aſpiring without mea- 
ſure, railing without Reaſon, and making their own Imagination (without 
any warrant of the word) the Square of their Conſcience, 7 proteſt, before 
the great God, (and ſince 1 am heze upon my-Teſtament, it is no place for me 
to the) that you ſhell never «fiud withjnry Hiph-lewd or Border Thiees, great- 
er Ingratitude, and more Lyes, and vile Perjurits, than with theſe Fanatick 
Spirits, (They are the King's own words.) And ſuffer not (as he there 
goes on) #he Principles of them to brook your Land, if you like to ſit at reſts 


_ you would keep them for trying yoar patience, 4s Socrates did an evil 
Wife. 


Sir, I have now, .no.doubt, tyred your patience with this -long Scrib- 
ble, Idraw therefore to a cloſe : Did I at all delight in Recriminations; 


I would ftyle a Pamphlet, . by way of Reply, =ſſex's 1»ſolency, 'for E(: 
ſex's Excellency ; = the Baſe Brutiſh, for « {Mix he; Zebipky, 4 


But Irather chuſe, after a better Example, to ſay, Good Lord forgive them, 


for they know not what they ao; 
Sir, 
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(8) 

ieves me that! am conſtrainedthus to employ my Pen, iow wy 

| ts in-ſuch danger of a Common Enemy; bur the. hea 
ratifts: il og will till write and a&, as if they had'no ſenſe 
elm F ate Clamorous 
ly ſerviceable to the Roweniſts;, "but as 

; ills cap @ him for aBijagely 

| tofay and \man, thanhis Duo' ps 
Fe aroyes, (as he moſt | ent Scholars) or pres 
fad, Hereticks his Novatores, will ever be able to expoſe him. Had = 

' no 9pc-wiſe Friend to adviſe him not we _—_ Latin, and 
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if God int bis Infinite y ould pur un end to our far 
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